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Infosys Foundations signs MOU with 11T Kharagpur
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Infosys-Foundations-signs-MOU-with-IIT-
Kharagpur/articleshow/54641149.cms

KOLKATA: Infosys Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Infosys, has signed a MoU with IIT Kharagpur to fund socially
relevant projects. Funding of travel (preferably for women) to 'Top International Conferences' is the foremost of the two
projects, the second one being funding the much celebrated research about the antiquity of Indus Valley which is being
carried out by [IT-Kgp in association with the Archaeological Survey of India.
The initiative has been jointly undertaken under the leadership of Sudha Murty, Chairperson, Infosys Foundation and
Partha Pratim Chakrabarti, Director, IIT Kharagpur. Speaking of the importance of investing in education and arts, Sudha
Murty said, "While advanced education helps us leap forward by developing innovative solutions, unearthing and studying
ancient civilizations enables us to reflect on the culture of bygone societies. Infosys Foundation recognizes the importance
of both Education and Culture, and is committed to supporting programs in both these areas. Through our partnership
with IIT-Kharagpur, we aim to invest in facilitating collaborative learning for researchers as well as funding the study of
ancient civilizations".
"Corporate houses have a long-standing relation with IIT Kharagpur in the domain of sponsored research and consultancy
projects. The Institute receives more than Rs. 100 crores each year from various industrial houses for various kinds of
industrially relevant research. With Government of India emphasizing on Corporate Social Responsibility fund
allocation,lIT  Kharagpur has taken focused initiative towards this goal" added Chakrabarti.
Murthy - the chairperson of the Infosys Foundation who holds a brilliant academic record herself has spontaneously
proposed to provide funds in tune of Rs 20 lakh from her own resources to support women students for top international
conferences. Murthy is one of the members of the Board of Governors at the Indian Institute of Technology- Kharagpur
which is chaired by scientist Srikumar Banerjee of Bhaba Atomic Research Centre. Earlier in 2015, Murthy had donated to
Presidency University Rs 5 crore from the foundation which is a non-profit making initiative of Infosys Ltd to set up the

post of a chair professor in Economics.
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"It will be a great initiative as the decision will inspire many more women research scholars and students to come up with
some very innovative work, publish journals or papers and take part in more and more internationally acclaimed global
conferences," said director of the institute, Partha Pratim Chakraborty.

"Knowledge-sharing through international conferences is crucial for world-class research. Such conferences have been
beneficial to students in networking for their doctoral and post-doctoral programs and have increased collaboration with
international academic institutes. IIT KGP has been encouraging students to participate in international conferences and
grooming them for opportunities to learn and contribute about the latest research in their field of interest. Every year
over 250 students participate in conferences and experience rewarding personal interactions. With support from Infosys
Foundation, 8-10 meritorious girl students will be selected by a committee at IIT KGP to be sent to top conferences. These
students will have Infosys Foundation mentioned during their trip and on their presentation" added S K Ray, Dean
Postgraduate Studies Research.

There are around 300 top conferences where around 100 students, research scholars and teachers participate from IIT-
Kgp. "Overall the institute every year set aside Rs 1 crore in enabling the research scholars to join the international
conferences," said a source. Number of research scholars going for international conferences and national conferences
are 100 each year.

Anindya Sarkar, Lead Investigator of the project 'Tracking the Antiquity and Climate during Bronze Age Harappan /Indus
Valley Civilization (IVC) in India Using Isotope & Latest Chronological Techniques (CVO) said "the Infosys funding come at
a right time when we just unearthed some old Indus valley settlements in India. We are seeking permission from
Archaeological Survey of India for excavating a specific site and the grant will be used for studying cause of climate change
using latest techniques of isotope and faunal analysis"
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NEW DELHI: If all goes well,
students from Hindi-medium
schools who gain admission
to the Indian Institutes of
Technology (II'Ts) will no longer
face thelanguage barrier in class.

IIT authorities are setting
up a support system to ensure
that study material — other-
wise taught in English— is put
across in a way that students
from Hindi-medium schools can

IITs on Hindi

medium

Sources said many IITs,
including the ones in Delhi
and Roorkee, have witnessed a
large number of such students
failing or performing poorly
due to this issue.

Incidentally, the IIT council
—the highest decision-making
body of the prestigious insti-

IITs set to become more
Hindi medium-friendly

understand. The institutes are
using their Hindi cells, which
handle administrative work such
as translating texts and organ-
ising seminars, to assist them.
As the Joint Entrance
Examination is conducted in both
Hindi and English, many students
from Hindi-medium schools man-
age toenter [ITs across the country.
It is after classes begin that things
get tough—they fail to understand
the study material and lectures,
which are predominantly made
inEnglish. CONT’D ON PG 10

tutes — had commissioned a
study in August to assess the
performance of Hindistudents
who appeared for the JEE.

Admitting that students
from a Hindi background
have trouble understanding
subjects taught in English,
IIT-Delhi director V Ramgopal
Rao said: “If they don't grasp
the basic concept, they face dif-
ficulties in exams. Hence, we
have formed a support system,
through which staffers of our
Hindi cells explain the subject
to them. We have launched it
for first-year students.”

IIT-Roorkee, for its part, is
holding extra classes where
professors fluent in both the
languages explain scientific
concepts to such students in
chaste Hindi. “This will help
clear their doubts, ensuring
that they don’t lag behind,”
said Pradipta Banerji, direc-
tor of IIT-Roorkee.

Sources said language was
a major reason why many
such students fail to achieve
the required cut-off marks for
getting promoted to the second
year. A large number is also
expelled from the premier
institutes due to their inability
to grasp the concepts taught
in class.

An analysis of JEE results
also showed that students
who took the examinations in
English performed much bet-
ter than their Hindi-medium
counterparts. For instance,
while the success percentage
of English-medium students
who appeared for the Advanced
exam in 2016 was 24%, only
15% who picked the Hindi
option made it through.
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